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RED-LIGHT CAMERA EXTORTION CASE 


Former City Hall lobbyist to be released 


Raphael 


By Rick Rouan 
The Columbus Dispatch 


John Raphael is set to become 
a free man, but the professional 
future for the once- powerful 
Columbus lobbyist is murky. 


Raphael has spent the past 15 
months serving a federal prison 
sentence after pleading guilty to 
extorting campaign contributions 
from Columbus’ former red- 
light-camera vendor. 

Raphael is scheduled for release 


| TD on interception 
lifts Bengals / D1 


Monday. He served the bulk 

of his sentence at the Federal 
Correctional Institution in Wil- 
liamsburg, South Carolina, but he 
has been in a Columbus halfway 


SEE LOBBYIST, A6 


Creepy-crawly helpers 


r- 


Wildlife ecology apprentice Andrea Malek shows an American burying beetle at The Wilds, a conservation center in southeastern Ohio. 
In a mutually beneficial relationship, mites cling to the beetle for transportation while keeping maggots from taking over the carcasses 
preferred by the beetle for mating and feeding. [BARBARA J. PERENIC/DISPATCH] 


Loss of unappreciated little critters hurts ecology 


By Marion Renault | The Columbus Dispatch 


ext to no one gets the 
warm fuzzies for scor- 
pions and spiders. 
“Most people live 
their lives oblivious to 


the animals around them. But when 
they see one appear on the wall or 


scurry across the floor, there’s an 
emotional reaction,” said Richard 
Bradley, a spider expert and Ohio 
State emeritus associate professor. 
Whether or not we like them, spi- 
ders are one of countless secretive, 
slimy, scuttling animals that clean 
up water, decompose dead matter 
and protect our crops and backyards. 


They might make us shudder, 
experts say, but they shoulder the 
brunt of nature’s dirty work. 

And many of those maligned or 
mysterious species are in peril. 

Too often, ecologists say, we only 
notice their absence when dead 
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DEPARTING LAWMAKER 
Future job, 
tax-rewrite 
role raise 
concerns 


By Jessica Wehrman 
The Columbus Dispatch 


WASHINGTON — Before 

Rep. Pat Tiberi takes a lucra- 
tive job heading 

% amajor Ohio 
business orga- 
nization, he will 
spend a couple of 
months helping 
revamp the fed- 
eral tax code in 
ways that likely 
will directly affect his future 
private-sector employer. 

That might be technically 


Tiberi 
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CIVIL RIGHTS 
Contentious 
free speech 
complicated 
for colleges 


By Jennifer Smola 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Ohio State sophomore Alie 
Frank is used to people speak- 
ing their minds on campus. 

“We have really conserva- 
tive preachers that stand on 
The Oval with signs telling 
women that they're going to 
hell because they're getting 
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